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this equipment. So we have stepped up
to the plate.

I helped author this legislation with
Senator Dodd back in 2002 to help
them. We desperately need this legisla-
tion. We need it for firefighters—both
paid and volunteer—around the coun-
try. But, particularly, as I said, in the
smaller areas and the smaller commu-
nities where they desperately need the
equipment, we have to get it done.

The second point is this: This is the
second bill we have done in a very
strong bipartisan way. Our colleagues
came to us with a list of amendments.
It wasn’t dilatory. Some of them were
difficult for us, but we agreed to the
amendments, and in turn, our col-
leagues voted to move forward. This,
again, is how we can run the Senate in
a very good and productive way. I hope
to do that in every opportunity, where
we can come to agreement on amend-
ments, move forward, and pass good
legislation.

This is good and needed legislation. I
hope we get an overwhelming vote for
it.

VOTE ON S. 870

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
bill having been read the third time,
the question is, Shall the bill pass?

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is
there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

Mr. MCCONNELL. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) and the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

The result was announced—yeas 95,
nays 2, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 94 Leg.]

YEAS—95
Baldwin Daines Lujan
Barrasso Duckworth Lummis
Bennet Durbin Manchin
Blackburn Ernst Markey
Blumenthal Fetterman Marshall
Booker Fischer McConnell
Boozman Gillibrand Menendez
Britt Graham Merkley
Brown Grassley Moran
Budd Hagerty Mullin
Cantwell Hassan Murkowski
Capito Hawley Murphy
Cardin Heinrich Murray
Carper Hickenlooper Ossoff
Casey Hirono Padilla
Cassidy Hoeven Peters
Collins Hyde-Smith Reed
Coons Johnson Ricketts
Cornyn Kaine Risch
Cortez Masto Kelly Romney
Cotton Kennedy Rosen
Cramer King Rounds
Crapo Klobuchar Rubio
Cruz Lankford Sanders
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Schatz Stabenow Warnock
Schmitt Sullivan Warren
Schumer Tester Welch
Scott (FL) Thune Whitehouse
Scott (SC) Tuberville Wicker
Shaheen Van Hollen Wyden
Sinema Vance Young
Smith Warner
NAYS—2

Lee Paul

NOT VOTING—3
Braun Feinstein Tillis

(Mr. PETERS assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SCHATZ). On this vote, the yeas are 95,
the nays are 2.

The 60-vote threshold having been
achieved, the bill is passed.

The bill (S. 870) was passed, as fol-
lows:

S. 870

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fire Grants
and Safety Act’.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE UNITED
STATES FIRE ADMINISTRATION.

Section 17(g2)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2216(g)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (L), by striking ‘“‘and’’;

(2) in subparagraph (M)—

(A) by striking ‘‘for for”
“for”’; and

(B) by striking the period and inserting ‘‘;
and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(N) $95,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2030, of which $3,420,000 for each such
fiscal year shall be used to carry out section
8(f).”.

SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF ASSISTANCE TO
FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS PROGRAM
AND THE FIRE PREVENTION AND
SAFETY GRANTS PROGRAM.

(a) SUNSET.—Section 33(r) of the Federal
Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (156
U.S.C. 2229(r)) is amended by striking 2024
and inserting ‘“2032.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 33(q)(1)(B) of the Federal Fire Pre-
vention and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2229(q)(1)(B)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking 2023’ and in-
serting ‘“2030"’.

SEC. 4. REAUTHORIZATION OF STAFFING FOR
ADEQUATE FIRE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) SUNSET.—Section 34(k) of the Federal
Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (15
U.S.C. 2229a(k)) is amended by striking
€¢2024”° and inserting ¢‘2032”°.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 34(j)(1)(I) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C.
2229a(j)(1)(1)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘2023’ and in-
serting ¢‘2030°.

SEC. 5. GAO AUDIT AND REPORT.

Not later than 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct an audit
of and issue a publicly available report on
barriers that prevent fire departments from
accessing Federal funds.

SEC. 6. LIMITATION ON FIRE GRANT FUNDS.

Neither the Government of the People’s
Republic of China, nor any entity or organi-
zation operating or incorporated in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, may be eligible to be
a recipient or subrecipient of Federal assist-
ance under any assistance program author-
ized under subsection (c¢) or (d) of section 33

and inserting
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or section 34(a) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2229,
2229a).

SEC. 7. GAO AUDIT.

Not later than 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct an audit
of and issue a publicly available report on
the United States Fire Administration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———
EXECUTIVE SESSION
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 64.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Joshua David
Jacobs, of Washington, to be Under
Secretary for Benefits of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 64, Joshua
David Jacobs, of Washington, to be Under
Secretary for Benefits of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Charles E. Schumer, Raphael G.
Warnock, Ben Ray Lujan, Tammy
Duckworth, Jeff Merkley, Tim Kaine,
Christopher A. Coons, Debbie Stabe-
now, Jon Tester, Sheldon Whitehouse,
Tina Smith, Tammy Baldwin, Cath-
erine Cortez Masto, Angus S. King, Jr.,
Mazie K. Hirono, John W.
Hickenlooper, Margaret Wood Hassan.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

VA MEDICINAL CANNABIS RE-
SEARCH ACT OF 2023—Motion to
Proceed

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to consider Calendar
No. 32, S. 326.
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